MARLBOROUGH IN POLITICS
new dispute darkened the sky again.    In May we have a letter
of Marlborough's to Shrewsbury :
The King's coldness to me still continues, so that I should
have been gkd to have had your friendly advice; for to have
friends and acquaintance unreasonably jealous, and the King at
the same time angry, is what I know not how to bear; nor do I
know how to behave myself.1
On the other hand, he supported the King in his efforts to
prevent the undue reduction of the Army ; and, in fact, led
the House of Lords in this direction. Generally his relations
with the King were such that William thought it right to
reappoint him to the Council of Regency on his departure
for Holland.
It is plain that the Tory Party, in spite of their narrowness
and violence, represented the nation in their pressure for
peace, retrenchment, and reform of abuses. Now that the
war was over, the curious criss-cross structure of English
politics defined itself. The Tories, venerating the Monarchy,
accepted an alien King only to bully him. The Whigs
cherished their imported sovereign because he could ill defend
his Prerogative. Thus, sharply as the factions were divided,
the Tories could always count upon important Whig support
whenever any difference with the King on current administra-
tion rose to the height of a constitutional issue. The war
had held these forces in suspension. But the first three years
of peace reduced King William to a pitiful plight. The self-
sufficiency of the House of Commons knew no bounds.
Sagacious in all that fell within their sphere of domestic
knowledge, they were ignorant or disdainful of the world
issues which were shortly to invade their affairs. Although
the monarchical principle still swayed the vast majority,
England had never been nearer a republic since the Com-
monwealth. " The party leaders/' observes Ranke, " felt
themselves stronger than the King." " The Royal authority,"
wrote a French agent in 1701, " is so enfeebled that England
cannot but be regarded as a Republic, and her king as an
1 Buccleuch Papers, H.M.C., ii, 647.
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